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Sculpture students Senior painter's show opens
step out of studios
By Lindsay Hartleben
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The installation piece by Khoo Xiong encouraged viewers inside the tunnel to
look through the window into a living room scene.

By Hannah Bartz
With many having busy
schedules and many classes, it
takes something out of the norm
to make a student stop and take
notice of his or her surroundings;
this was the main purpose of the
installation pieces scattered in
various forms throughout campus.
Alonso Sierralta, professor of
painting and sculpture, instructed
the students in the assignment.
"The task was to find an area
around campus, inside or outside,
then to somehow change the
environment. It gives the artist a
chance to work in the site specific
manner," Sierralta said.
By definition, an installation is
an artwork that is 3D which makes
the viewer "walk in" in order to
be inside the art piece. Stephanie
Hunder, the printmaking and
digital professor on campus
feels that, "Installation is a very
important genre in sculpture
today."
The installation pieces that
were around campus at the end
of September were brought to
life by James Metcalf, Khoo
Xiong, Katie Wamsley and Estela
Lerma.
In order to begin the assignment,
the students were required to fill
out a form and receive permission
from September Nelson to use
university space to create their
work. They were then to find an
area that was appropriate for their
pieces.
Metcalf is responsible for the
fishing line in the Classroom
Building's stairwell. The fishing
line was woven and strung

between the railings of the upward
staircase. One could possibly
miss it until the string reflects the
lighting and then snags your eye
for _the , catch. Sophomore Jared
Leese found this installment piece
was "amazing."
Khoo Xiong was the creator
of the installation with a chair
in front of the fireplace located
outdoors. Xiong specifically
chose the outside location next to
a tunnel window near the dining
hall; this made the viewer look
from inside, but feel like they
were outside, looking in.
Another outside installation
was Lerma's mixed media piece
located on the Knoll. It was made
of a metal structure, plants and a
metal sign with the purpose of the
piece painted in green.
Lerma stated that she "wanted
the installation to play with the
environment [by] being part of
it." Lerma then explained how
the piece gained so much more
visual power being in the shape
of a pyramid rather than being
scattered throughout the knoll
area.
Finally, the blue tape on the
walls near the mailboxes was
created by Wamsley. The tape
flowed across the un-level
Sierralta hopes to see more
installation and interactive work
from his students.
"CSP benefits from it. It is
new and fresh to see something
you don't see everyday and to
see something familiar to you
and notice the slight change. If it
makes you stop, look and feel, it
is great."

She works seven days a week
at her three jobs, so it's mainly
late at night when Kelly Vinz
gets to work on pieces for her
upcoming senior show at her
studio in the Dow Building off of
University and Raymond. During
the night the airy space on the
third floor of an old warehouse
lacks the "amazing light" a wall
of windows on the south side of
the room provides during the day,
but she has her "own time" there,
free from other students.
Prior to late August, Vinz did
not have the luxury of a large,
private workspace, complete
with refrigerator, microwave and
extensive lighting options. Her
small bedroom in her Uptown
apaitiiient was filled with her
work and supplies, plus the
unpleasant fumes of oil paint.
Her cats walking through her
paint was another nuisance in the
cramped space.
To hear Vinz list off her
commitments, interests and
accomplishments reveals the
layers of her life, an experience
similar to what she reports viewers
will encounter at her show.
"My work is all about layering,
seeing what was underneath
originally," Vinz said. "There are
layers of information."
For the required pre-graduation
display of their work, Concordia
art majors ordinarily choose
favorite pieces from the duration
of their college career. Vinz
took a different approach for
her show, starting from scratch
with a particular plan to create a
cohesive body of work. -

"I feel like I've grown so much
since my old paintings, I don't
feel that they're a real reflection
of me," Vinz said.
Vinz also explained that the
pressure of working on a deadline
to create a body of work is good
preparation for her career beyond
college. She challenged herself
further by moving away from
figurative, landscape, interior or
naturalistic work she has done
in the past and switching to
abstract.
Using a new approach
and incorporating layers of
information, Vinz focused on
organic subject matter for her
show. Cells, flowers, human
organs and nature were motivation
for a number of paintings. The
abstract paintings are mainly done
in warm colors, as Vinz limited
her palette of colors to relate to
human anatomy and cells.
"Going abstract was a way of
pushing myself, going forward and
exploring something new," she
said. "I was influenced by Alonso
[Sierralta, assistant professor].
He pushed me to explore this new
realm and new materials I never
thought I'd use."
Sierralta, professor of painting
and sculpture, was glad to see
Vinz take a step in a new direction
with painting and have a clear
focus for her show.
"Landscape and figurative stuff
is very safe. It can become very
boring and mundane," Sierralta
said. He suggested Vinz check
out the work of "cutting-edge,
contemporary painters," some
of whom, like Laura Stack, are
local artists. Sierralta then let
Vinz consider the suggestions

something
and
"develop
meaningful."
Vinz's position as assistant to
gallery director Steven Trevino
at 526 Gallery on Selby Avenue
also provided an important
connection that took her work
in a new direction, as Trevino
allowed Vinz access to the studio
space she now uses in the. Dow
Building. Though she is proud of
some pieces she completed in her
makeshift bedroom studio, in the
new larger space she has ample
wall space where she worked on
"Multiples," numerous 12-inchsquare canvases that will form
one cohesive display in the show.
Some work was done on the
Concordia campus, such as cutting
plywood panels for certain pieces.
"I am taking painting off canvas
and making it three-dimensional,"
Vinz said. In addition to
traditional canvas paintings the
show will likely feature plywood
panels with organic-shaped holes
cut into them, painted plywood
boxes with various layers of
information, and mixed media
in the form of painted furniture
found at garage sales.
After a year of planning and
producing her show while juggling
work at 526 Gallery, the Kitty Cat
Club in Dinkytown and Estetica
Salon in St. Paul, the fruits of her
labor will be seen on Oct. 24 when
her show opens in the H. Williams
Teaching Gallery. A reception
on Friday, Oct. 28 is open to the
public and the work will be on
display until Nov. 4. She also has
a separate show of various works
at Trotter's Café near Cleveland
Avenue and Marshall Avenue
during November.
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Using warm paint colors, senior Kelly Vinz works on a painting in her series of "Multiples" for her senior art show. Vinz
often worked on her paintings in solitude late at night in a studio space in the Dow Building.

Program applauds artists' endeavors
By Hannah Bartz
It is an often-held assumption
that only artists make artwork;
however, with the addition of the
new "Artist of the Week" display,
Art Club hopes to prove that a
variety of talents and people can
create displayable artwork.
"Artist of the Week is a fun
opportunity for students to
display their artwork," said Art
Club president Hannah Dorow.
When the Art Club meets every

other Wednesday,' the members
and anyone else who comes to the
meetings are encouraged to bring
in their art work or bring in a peer's
work. At the meetings members
vote as a club on multiple pieces
presented by either the artists
themselves or another who thinks
the piece is noteworthy. The club
started out with having only
one winner the first week. The
second, they decided to go with a
top three.
The first Artist of the Week

was Mark Joesting, a postbaccalaureate art education major.
Joesting's mixed media piece
expresses how he felt on "how
noisy the world was sometimes."
Week two's winners were Devin
Gallison, Ben Stephens and
Emily Owen. Gallison is a junior
art and music major. Her piece is
a photogram which included the
sub-title, "No Fish Were Hurt in
the Making of this Art." Stephens
contributed a charcoal figure
drawing. Stephens is a senior

art and sociology major. Owen,
a junior community arts and
Director of Christian Outreach
major brought to the Art Club a
collograph plate/mixed media
piece that was done in her 2D
Design class in the week prior to
the submission.
Eligibility for Artist of the Week
is open to anyone who comes to
the meetings and presents a work
of art. The artwork does not have
to be made at a certain time;
students can bring work recently

made during class, something they
worked on outside of school or
even something from high school.
Aside from the acknowledgement
for interesting work, first place
Artists of the Week receive a
small gift certificate to a local art
supply store.
Winning artwork is on display in
the glass case next to the Student
Affairs office. Regardless of
media and major, to become the
next Artist of the Week all it takes
is some pride in what you do.

