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The changing look of Grand Avenue

Photos by Elizabeth Wehr
Locally owned coffee shops and national chains add variety to the storefronts along Grand Avenue in St. Paul.

By Racheal Menden
Many people come from all
over for the wide assoi talent of
attractions along Grand Avenue.
For the most part, this popular St.
Paul street has changed as the city
and community has developed
around it. However, there are
certain points of its charm that the
neighborhood is trying to cling
onto.
Any regular customer at Amore
Coffee on Grand Avenue would
be able to tell you that at any
given time there would be a
petition of some sort available for

people passing through to. sign.
The petitions on display have had
a variety of topics, most often
focused on issues of zoning or
a current attempt to stop a chain
company from taking over an
independently owned business.
Junior Erin Thompson, explained
why she enjoys the independent
businesses on Grand Avenue.
"These individual businesses
provide their customers with
individual, friendly homey
service. Café Amore, for
example, is a unique and cozy
coffee shop and the owner has
taken the time on more than one

occasion to personally engage me
in conversation and makes each
of her guests feel like a valuable
customer."
Recently rumors are that
yet another chain business is
interested in obtaining a piece
of property on Grand Avenue
from an independently owned
business. Lunds, a local grocery
chain, is interested in purchasing
the land where The Italian Pie
Shoppe has stood for more than
a decade. This is not the only
change occurring on the avenue.
Corporate-owned EQ Life will
soon be opening where Bound to

In Memory
By Kari Olson

traveling.
On a campus where everyone knows each other, she
will be missed greatly as a member of Concordia's
community, a vital part of Concordia's security
department, as well as by friends and family. For
those who only knew Melissa as the friendly face in
the hallway or the tireless security guard, Stephanie
Roegner leaves the following
words:
"Melissa Theel was a
good friend. For many of us,
Melissa was our big sister on
campus. She always seemed
to know what to do and helped
us whenever we needed
it. No matter how long you
knew Melissa, you could not
help but like her. She will
be fondly remembered and
wholeheartedly missed."
Please remember Melissa's
family and friends in prayers
as we keep her in memory.

Melissa Theel would have been 28 this year; her
birthday was Dec. 16, 1977. Melissa never reached
28, as she passed away. Oct. 4, 2005 of natural
causes, but she accomplished a lot in the little time
she did have. Melissa
was ambitious, both in
academics and in life.
Having graduated from
Concordia in 2002 as
a director of Christian
education, Melissa was
returning to Concordia
in the Graduate program
for K-12 social science
education and a Lutheran
confessional heritage
minor. She played a vital
role in campus safety
as a full-time Security
Officer. Melissa enjoyed
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playing the guitar and

be Read once stood.
Dave Thune, a supporter of
independently owned businesses
and of maintaining the avenue's
charm and also a St. Paul city
council member, gave his opinion
to the Star Tribune in a recent
article entitled "Debating what's
good for Grand".
"We're not trying to stop
capitalism. What we want to do
is stop the unbridled expansion
that's negative not only to the
residents of the neighborhood but
to the small businesses that make
Grand Avenue so special.".
However, the chain owned
businesses add customers and
visitors to Grand Avenue that
may not come if that well-known
business was not there. These
businesses also sponsor many
organizations that help with
making improvements that benefit
themselves, the other businesses
as a whole and most importantly
the community around Grand
Avenue.
Both sides of the fence are able
to attract two different audiences
to the area and this is able to
make the street as prosperous as
it is today. It isn't that cut and
dry in the matter though making
the street capitalistic or keeping
it charming is two different
personas, and somehow the two
sides must come to an agreement
on how this must be done but how
is unknown.

Race for St. Paul
Mayor nears close
Who can vote? Who's running?
Regarding the Nov. 8 election:
• Page 2: Chris Coleman
• Next Issue: Randy Kelly
You can vote if you are:
at least 18 years of age
a US citizen
a Minnesota resident for at least_
20 days before the election
Location:
Dunning Recreation Center
1221 Marshall Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55104
Voters ,can register at their polling
place on election day. They will
need one of the following to verify residence in Minnesota:
Minnesota driver's license or
identification card
Tribal ID

Oath of a registered voter in precinct ("vouching")
Students may use:
Student ID, registration or fee
statement with your current address
Student photo ID with utility
bill*
Student ID if you are on a student
housing list on file at the polling
place
Someone who is registered in the
precinct where you live who will
vouch for your residence
*Note: The utility bill must have
your name, current address, and
be due within 30 days of the
election. Utility bills may be for
electric, gas, water, solid waste,
sewer, telephone, or cable TV

