2

Speeders face the HEAT Coleman promises a
By Kari Olson

"If you go faster than the
speed limit, be prepared to pay
a fine." Kevin Gutknecht of the
Minnesota D.O.T. knows that
this traffic warning, and law, has
all too often become something
drivers have chosen to ignore. He
is also familiar with the numbers
of people who have paid the
consequence of violating this
warning.
"People don't understand that
it could be more than a ticket,
that they're dealing with life and
death," Gutknecht said.
With the new HEAT program,
Gutknecht and the DOT believe
that as of Sept. 26, drivers will
learn to take this statement
seriously.
"They have the choice to obey
[the posted speed limit] or to be
pulled over," Gutknecht said.
Even two miles over the posted
speed limit would be putting
oneself at risk.
The new speed limit
enforcement is part of a $2.5
million project called HEAT
(Highway Enforcement of
Aggressive Traffic). The federally
funded project has already
affected some major highways,
including heavily trafficked parts
of Interstate 94, Highways 35 E
and W and Highway 100, with the
increase of the speed limit from
55 mph to 60 mph.
As costs suggest, the program
is more than raising the speed
limit; the funding is for the
enforcement. According to the
DOT, 1400 additional hours per
week are being covered by this
funding in order for state troopers,
sheriff deputies and city police
officers to enforce these speeds.
As this program may seem
counter-intuitive by increasing
speed in order to reduce speed
related accidents, Gutknecht
explains that the increase in the
speed limit is actually necessary
for the specific construction of
the roads.
"[The roads] will operate better
at those particular speeds. Traffic
needs to go that fast for the roads
to maintain themselves," he said.
In 1974, the speed limit was
reduced to 55 mph as an energy

conservation effort; however,
with the increasing death and
accident reports, Gutknecht states
that the decision to increase it
again is based on a trade-off,
"higher speeds, but drivers will
actually be expected to obey the
posted speed limit."
Within the first week of the
project, D.O.T. records indicated
that over 3,400 vehicles were
stopped for various traffic
violations, and over 1,000 were
cited for illegal speeding. This is
over double the stops and citations
given in an average month.
While funding for the program

is proving its use, Gutknecht
states that it will take more time
to determine whether the program
is showing affects. For September
alone, the D.O.T. listed a total of
23 deaths and 26 injuries resulting
from serious vehicle accidents.
"There are too many people
who die in accidents and crashes.
On average there are two funerals
per day because of a traffic
[related] crash," Gutknecht said.
He hopes that with more active
enforcement these deaths can be
reduced significantly as soon as
by next month's yield.
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The new HEAT program aims to reduce auto accidents that result from excessive speeding on major Twin Cities highways.

Campus publishes
2005 Crime Report
By Michael R. Mulso
Director of Security

Concordia University faculty,
staff, and students may access
the 2005 Campus Crime Report
on the security web page http://
web.csp.edu/security/crimestats/
index.html.
Printed versions of the report
are available by request. Please
contact Mike. Mulso at Mulso@
csp.edu or by calling 651-6418797. This report is published and
distributed in compliance with
the 1990 Right-to-Know/Campus
Security Act.

Concordia's annual security
report includes statistics for the
previous three years concerning
reported crimes that occurred on
campus, in certain off-campus
buildings or property owned
or controlled by Concordia
University and on public
property within, or immediately
adjacent to and accessible from
campus. The report included
institutional policies concerning
campus security, such as policies
concerning alcohol and drug use,
crime prevention, the reporting of
crimes, sexual assault and other
matters.
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voice for all
By Tim Walsworth

On Thursday, Oct. 6, St. Paul
mayoral contender Chris Coleman
met with Concordia students
to discuss his candidacy in the
upcoming elections. Coleman, a
lifelong St. Paul resident, brought
several ideas up during his
discussion that could potentially
impact Concordia students.
One of Coleman's main ideas
was to promote the development'
of a light rail system similar
to the Hiawatha corridor in
Minneapolis. Coleman said that
of the three potential spots for
the light rail line, the proposal for
placement on University Avenue
would make most sense.
"If we can get light rail... it
would give you [the students]
a lot of access to St. Paul and
to downtown Minneapolis,"
Coleman said, noting also that the
light rail system could facilitate
further interaction between the
multiple college campuses in the
surrounding area.
Coleman also suggests a boost
in the police force, noting the
increase in violent crime over the
past few years. Instead of raising
taxes, Coleman's plan would call
for an increase in state and federal
aid, or rather a restoration similar
to the 6.5 million dollars recently
put back into the city's coffers.

Along
with
increased
transportation opportunities and
better security, Coleman also
plans to work on saving the
public schools in the area, getting
to them the money that they so
desperately need.
"I'm not so sure that everybody
really agrees that public schools
are important, or that funding
public schools is important,"
Coleman said, pointing to the
pushing of costs from state
government on to the local level
as one reason for the recent
funding problems in the school
system.
His main goal, however, is to
build strength and confidence in
the city, to have "a city where we
work together, build together, live
together as a city."
Coleman hopes to be a mayor who
works with everyone, eliminating
divisions and reaching out to the
people because "especially at this
level, people want to know who
they're voting for."
He says that everyone should
have a voice, from the city
employees to the 40 percent of St.
Paul that is not the majority of the
population.
Coleman's driving question
is "Does everyone have a voice
at the table?" and in the Nov. 8
election, he promises he will work
to make that question a reality.
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Concordia Democrats Katrina Johnston, Kate Wulf, Eric Cannedy and MaryLynn Mennicke end an evening with Chris Coleman with a photo. He met with
studdnts at 10 p.m. on Oct. 6 to discuss his stance on issues facing St. Paul.
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