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Perfect Love: I Corinthians
By Robert Benke
In this season of Valentines
love seems to be on everyone's
mind. If you have a Valentine the
trick seems to be to find the perfect present. If you don't have a
Valentine you can spend a great
deal of time dreaming of, waiting
for, kissing frogs to see if they'll
reveal themselves as princes or
princesses, or perhaps praying for
the perfect person to come along.
Trouble is, no one is perfect — not
you, or your mate. Perhaps you've
seen the picture of a skeleton
dressed up in women's clothes sitting on a park bench with the caption, "Waiting for the 'Perfect
Man.'"
The only love that is perfect is
God's love for us. God's love is
patient, kind, does not envy or
boast and is not proud. God's love
is never rude or self-seeking, it isn't
easily angered and keeps no record
of wrongs...God's love never fails.
Ah, to be able to love as God
loves us — to be able to love and
forgive others as we have been

loved and forgiven — to be able to
share God's grace as it- is continually poured out upon us. This side
of heaven we can only hope to love
that way. As Paul wrote, " When I
was a child, I talked like a child, I
thought like a child, I reasoned
like a child. When I became a
man, I put childish ways behind
me. Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall
see face to face." (1 Corinthians
13: 11&12)
That means love is possible as
we grow up in Jesus. Perfectly? No,
not so long as we are on this side of
that dark and dim mirror. But
everyone of those things that love
is, we can get better at, because
Jesus is on the other side of that
dim mirror, seeing us fully, knowing us fully, loving us fully and
anxiously waiting for the day we
can look and see Him face to face.
`Til then, we are called to love
one another, to "lay down our life
for our friends" — for all in need of
God's love. How do you occupy
your time waiting for your
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Bible
Readings
Bible Readings for February
and March
Feb. 11, 2001 (Sixth Sunday after
the Epiphany)
Psalm 1
Jeremiah 17:5-8
1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20
Luke 6:17-26
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Valentine? Find ways to share
God's love — even when it isn't easy
or convenient. Christians call that
kind of loving "cross bearing" walking in the steps and likeness of
Jesus. And if you are struggling
especially with that today, maybe it
would help you to hear of someone else who struggled with "loving like Jesus," too.
There was an actor who had
been chosen to play the part of
Jesus in a passion play in the
Ozarks. And as he was playing his
part and carrying the cross up hill
a tourist began to harass and heckle him. Finally, the actor had taken
more than was humanly possible,
so he threw down the cross,
stormed over to his tormentor and
decked him.
After the play was over, the
director cornered him and said,
"Look, I know that guy was a pest.
And I appreciate how hard you
tried, but you just can't go around
punching people out. You're supposed to be Jesus and He didn't do
that."
Well, the actor promised that
he'd behave. But the very next day,
the heckler was back, worse than
before. And once again, the actor

tried his best to ignore it, and he
almost succeeded, but once again,
the heckler pushed him too far.
And down when the cross and
wham! He hit him again.
As you can imagine, the director was absolutely livid. He confronted the actor and fired him.
But the actor begged and begged
for one more chance and so the
director relented and gave him just
one more chance.
Next day, the same thing happened. And you could see the
actor's agony as he struggled with
ever fiber of his being to control
himself.
Finally, he rushed over and
grabbed the heckler by the collar
and got right in his face. And
grinding his teeth and clenching
his fists, he looked him in the eye
and promised, "I'll meet you after
the resurrection!"
Perfect love?
Not this side of heaven, but
until then we can reflect God's love
to one another in all the relationships He gifts us with.

Feb.
25,
2001
(The
Transfiguration of our Lord)
Psalm 77
Deuteronomy 34:1-12
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Luke 9:28-36
Feb. 28, 2001 (Ash Wednesday)
Psalm 51:1 - 13
Joel 2:12-19
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:2
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
March 4, 2001 (First Sunday in
se nt)
Psalm- 91
Deuteronomy 26:5-10
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13
March 11, 2001 (Second Sunday
in Lent)
Psalm 4
Jeremiah 26:8-15
Philippians 3:17-4:1
Luke 13:31-35
March 18, 2001 (Third Sunday in
Lent)
Psalm 126
Exodus 3:1-8a, 10-15
1 Corinthians 10:1-13

What does the Lord Require of You?
By Stephanie Gruhn
"And what does the LORD
require of you? To act justly and to
love mercy and to walk humbly
with your God" (Micah 6:8).
Welcome back to a new
semester! For some out there, this
college thing is just starting to feel
familiar and normal. For some,
Concordia is a new experience'
altogether.
For some, this semester is just
more of the same, neither new nor
old.
Then there are those of us
who, -despite the fact that we love
this place, can't wait for May
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because we'll be done.
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the theme for the year still applies.
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The difficulty with a theme er?" Continue to read Micah for not obeyed God are downright
like this one is that it's very law- yourself.
awful. But then in chapter 7 the
baed.
The verses that follow this tone changes.
There's no explicit Gospel one aren't very pleasant. The curs"But as for me, I watch in
motivation within this text. It's es being heaped on those who have hope for the LORD, I wait for
easy to ask, "so why should I both-

Feb. 18, 2001 (Seventh Sunday
after the Epiphany)
Psalm 103:1-13
Genesis 45:3-8a, 15
1 Corinthians 15:35-38a, 4250
Luke 6:27-38

God my Savior; my God will hear
me. Do not gloat over me, my
enemy! Though I have fallen, I will
rise. Though I sit in darkness, the
LORD will be my light. Because I
have sinned against him, I will
bear the Lord's wrath, until he
pleads my case and establishes my
right. He will bring me out into
the light; I will see his righteousness" (7:7-9).
Micah's faith in God and
God's saving work is evident. He
knows that the evil and destruction all around him will not last
forever, because God is faithful.
Despite the difficulties going
on around him, he walks humbly
with God.I can't tell you how your
semester will go.
Perhaps for some of you,
walking humbly with God will be
natural, because you won't struggle
very much.
For others, this semester
could be so difficult that you envy

Luke 13:1-9
March 25, 2001 (Fourth Sunday
in Lent)
Psalm 32
Isaiah 12:1-6
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 or 1
Corinthians 1:18, 22-25
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
the people of Micah's time.
Just remember that Christ
promised that he would always be
with us. Walking humbly with
God isn't something you have to
seek out — He's already there,
walking with each of you. He'll
get you through the tough times,
and bring you "out into the light."
Christ died and rose again so
that we need never be separated
from God, so that we can walk
with him in eternity.
That is the grace we have
through the cross, the work that
empowers us to do justice, love

kindness, and walk humbly with
God.
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