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By Stephen Batcher
On September 11, Concordia hosted bitter
rival University of Minnesota Duluth. There
were hot dogs on the grill, music playing,
and students in spandex. The Bulldogs have
been Concordia biggest rival over the past
few years, and usually the match is the most
anticipated of the year. This game brought a
few thoughts to mind. First and foremost, the
support for our team that night was astounding, no matter what the outcome. However,
with the good also comes the bad—or at least,
the disappointing.
Community for Unity! That's the slogan
for the school year. Whoever chose this slogan is a genius. One can assume it has to do
with the new buildings coming in and people
living in the apartments, but it can also easily
transfer to sports, music, worship, and student life. This is where the illustration of the
UMD volleyball game comes. in.
A snapshot of the stands that night would
reveal a community for unity. Looking from
the scorers' table there were Concordia fans
spread out on the far left, followed by UMD
fans next moving left to right, then about 100
students with hundreds of parents behind
them in the middle, and finally more CU
students on the far right. Painting a clear picture?
Not if you look closer. Most of those sitting
on the far right and left were student-athletes:
If this was "Community for Unity" shouldn't
the whole student body be sitting together?
Everyone is at the game for the same reason,
to cheer on the Bears. So, why is it that these
fans don't all sit together? It's a question, that
can only be answered by individuals.
So what's the point? Well, the point is
that as a student body, everyone here needs
to begin to support each other and stand with
one another to create a community. A corn-, ,
munity starts from within. Thus athletes need
to stand at the games with the other students
just as church workers, music majors, and all
other students must also do the same. This
doesn't just go for athletic events though ei
ther. Everyone needs to go to plays, the art'
shows, the concerts, and even the BBQs on
the knoll. This is the sense of community
this campus needs to build in order to move
forward. On the basic level, underneath everything else, we are all students, so why not
stand together in everything we do?
No one on this campus is better than the
person next to him. Whether you are very religious or don't knoW God, a crazy sports fan
or a crazy good artist, we are all equal as students here at Concordia. This year we have a
real chance to make a difference, but it has to
start with each individual person. Throw out
everything you've known and try everything
that's thrown at you. "Community for Unity"
is a great step for this great university, but it
will all be wasted if you chose not to jump in
on everything Concordia has to offer. After
all, don't miss out on what could define this
university for years to come.

and forget about the basics. The tile floor in
the chapel for example was a great addition at
the time, but without the wood floor behind
it, there would have been no foundation to
support it.
After the Poehler lecture by Dr. Stohlmann
last year, our school was reminded that no
matter what we do, we must remember Concordia's mission statement which ends with,
"all within the context of the Christian Gospel!' Lectures like Stohlmann's have helped
President Holst's 4th goal in this year's State
of the University Address to be all about Spiritual Formation. This is ~there the new goal
differs from the new look. In the new look, we
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Got rid of the layers in order to see the foundaWith the new goal, we are keeping the
If you haven't noticed, there's a new look to
ing the summer the Gross of Christ Fellowship C
but remembering at the same time that
and they even starte e t
dation is working through them and
revamping the chap wer,
them together.
they look wonderful. ood floors were somethinhap olways
Spiritual formation does not just happen in
had. The only probleM was that they had been covered up by ti e, a new chapel, but it happens in the halls, classrooms,
fashion in the 60's. Even though the tile was all right, a stained wood athletic events, meetings, and all throughout
floor can't be beat.
our school as well. It is a goal that will not be
The finding of the original floor in a way symbolizes the steps cam- easy, however, as goals never are. It will only
pus is taking this year to get back to the basics of what this school was be achieved through prayer and remembering
built for. Concordia University was built and centered on the Christian that even the goal itself falls into our mission
Gospel, but over the years, layers have been added on. It is very hard to statement, "all within the context of the Chriskeep the focus on faith when there are so many other things going on tian Gospel." As we work towards this goal,
Money issues, advertising our school, moving to Division II athletics, we need to pray as a community that God will
being a school of liberal arts, and many other things have added on lay- work through our achievements, our strugers to the beautiful foundation of the Gospel where everything started. gles, and our school to proclaim His message
Now, none of these layers are necessarily bad things, as Concordia has of Salvation.
been very blessed with all the work that has been put into all of this and
with all the achievements made. We just need to remember that it is
easy to get caught up in the achievements and the struggles sometimes ,.•
.

Letter from the President
As I write this I prepare to watch Ken Burn's documentary on World War II. The publicity calls us to remember both the heroism and the waste of war. I remember as a little boy
listening with rapture to the bugle taps as one of the young military men of our church
received a military funeral after being killed in battle. I recognized a hero but I also saw a
family weep. I hurt over the loss three friends in the Viet Nam war but many of our neighbors, colleagues and students suffered much more.
I do not want to belittle Burn's documentary or the suffering of so many innocent [and
some guilty] people in war but, in a lesser sense, we all war against many enemies - some
real and some imagined. A university education wars against ignorance, prejudice, lies, bad
logic and faulty methodologies. A university also provides the weapons of war. A variety of
interests stand like soldiers lined up to support the battle of selfish self-interest. Art exhibits
please the eye but also drive one to understand the artist's creative drive. Music pleases the ear but also makes us examine
life on a deeper level than pure logic. Athletic competitions dazzle our minds with fantastic strength, conditioning and
agility while reminding us of the value of amazing teamwork and hard work while teaching how to face the tension of the
uncertainty of success or failure in the task at hand.
It is easy as a conscientious student at Concordia to focus on your own interests. I myself would love to do only what I
like best. But my life here expands with the art, music, convocations, daily worship and athletic events that sweep across
our campus as rapidly and repeatedly as wind on an ocean. Not only do the events entertain or enrich me but I am also
intrigued by watching colleagues and students perform at such a high level in so many different ways. I stand amazed at so
many things that I cannot do! "A Community for Unity" makes a good theme for the 2007-8 academic year but coming
together in support of the community of activities will also enrich our individual lives. Life with a broad range of interests
and perspectives fosters creative curiosity and deeper appreciation of complex people in a complex world. I think that
it also leads to a broader understanding of the tragedy of war and the meaning of Jesus' precious words, "Blessed are the
peacemakers."
--President Bob Holst
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