China, the former "sleeping giant," has
become the center of economic attention
in the past few years. This December, 16
business students from Concordia will
put themselves at that center. Dr. Richard Brynteson of the College of Business
and Organizational Leadership (CBOL)
will lead a group to Shanghai for a 9-day
immersion of global business.
CBOL states its mission is "to provide
[its] students with an exemplary, personalized applied business education
grounded in an ethical approach and
global perspective' The trip intends to
fulfill that mission.
Brynteson said, "China is the center of
business now," and Shanghai is the largest cargo port in the world. The students
will be able to study the global economy
from the Chinese perspective. Visiting
many sites will provide practical exam-

ples of different issues in business today.
For example, at a law firm, the students
can learn about intellectual property, a
prevalent issue in China, which is a huge
producer of pirated software. A Shanghai
marketing company can teach the group
about marketing products in China.
The group will also learn from each
other. Each student will write a brochure
for the others on a specific topic related
to China—from Chinese etiquette to
special education in the country to Chinese sartorial history.
Brynteson is a fitting choice to lead the
trip due to his experience in East Asia. He
took seven trips to Singapore from 2003
to 2006, working with the military to organize transportation more efficiently.
Concordia's Business program also has
a useful contact in Shanghai with former
professor Chuck Nuckles.

Nuckles moved to Shanghai with his
wife, Cass Markovich, after retiring last
year. The two had built ties to China
years ago through importing Asian art,
and thus can offer their perspective to
the students.
Markovich can also connect the group
to a unique opportunity through the
school where she now teaches. Brynteson says that the school was the first in
China to focus on special education.
Ultimately, the group will be able to
witness many ways that China is changing.
December's China trip is the first for
the Business program. The participants,
aged 24 to 54, are all in the adult program and completing their Masters degrees. The trip is intended to be their
Capstone, a requirement for all Masters
candidates that is the "final project" of

their program.
Brynteson hopes it will be the high
point of their education as well. The students seem excited, and they are not the
only ones. So much interest was shown
in the trip that 15 people remain on the
waiting list. This response makes Brynteson hopeful that another trip might be
offered later this year.
He also hopes that his "guinea pig" voyage will be successful enough to allow a
China trip to be offered a two to three
times a year, possibly for undergraduate
business students as well. In today's business climate, Brynteson said, "you've got
to be global now:' which connects back
to the CBOLS mission.
While young, the CBOL looks ready to
step up to the challenge and opportunities of a global economy.
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arewell to Schen.
A musical celebration for serving 39 years at Concordia
By Tim Sailer
Nearly all of the seats in the Buetow Music Center Auditorium were occupied on Sunday, Sept. 16
for the first of the faculty artist recital series for the
2007-2008 academic year. The recital was "Piano for
Four Hands" featuring Dr. Kathryn Schenk and her
husband Dr. Allan Mahnke.
While the recital was a showcase of their musical
talent, it was also a celebration of the 39 years Schenk
has taught at Concordia University, St. Paul. She had
retired earlier this summer.
A wide array of friends, colleagues, alumni, and
students stepped intos the _auditorium that afternoon.
The earliest arrivers strolled through the rows of
purple chairs to the left side of the auditorium. This
way they could witness the 20 fingers flying across
the grand piano during the performance.
Schenk and Mahnke (often referred to as the
"Schmahnke,s" by their music colleagues and students) walked on stage_and Were:Welcomed with applause and smiles.
The recital was a collage of music through time
and space.
How often does one hear music from the 18th century with a I.S. Bach's Sonatina to the 24st century,
with the U.S. premiere of "Three Tangos' by Argentine composer Saul Cosentino—all within 70 mini utes?
Additionally the famous scherzo from "A Midsummer Night's Dream" and "Allegro brillante" by Felix
Mendelssohn may have been one of many memorable moments in the recital. The program notes
deemed these pieces as "fairy music."
The hands of Schenk and Mahnke were crossed
over each other, nearly .tangling their fingers to,

gether. Amidst the dexterous gymnastics, the notes
raced with precision and accuracy. Once the Mendelsshon concluded, President Hoist and a handful
of other audience members immediately rose from
their seats. The standing ovation began before the
recital was over.
For the encore, the duo performed a Percy Grainger
arrangement of "Embraceable Yoe The minute the
melody was recognized, laughter sprinkled throughout the audience.
The recital was only half of the celebration that Sunday, which concluded in the Cros of Christ Fellowship Center. A line trailed outside of the center to
greet and thank the Schmahnkes.
The celebration continued with the surprise program Schenk and her husband organized by the music faculty and students. Dr. Monica Murray, a vocal
music professor introduced the program as "a celebration of music, teaching and [Schenk's] spirit."
Caitlin and Elizabeth Ehlenz began the program
with a piano duet. Members of the Hmong Culture
and Language camp (pirt of the Southeast Teacher
Licensing program) danced. More speeches were
given from faculty; alumni and students. The final
element to the program was a large ensemble per
forming Ralph Vaughn Williams' "Serenade to Music"—a fitting "farewell" to the beloved musicians.
Although retired, Schenk has not disappeared
from campus. She continues to teach piano lessons
at Concordia. Her husband is also teaching music
history courses.
No matter how long they remain at Concordia,
the Schmahnkes' legacy and passion for music and
students may last much longer.
,

Dr. Schenk embraces Paul Manz, ovell-known composer and friend
as her husband, Dr. Allan Mahnke looks on.
Photo and background courtesy of Tim Sailer
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