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Dr. John F. Johnson, the
Dean of Students at the St.
Louis Seminary, accepted
the call of presidency of
Concordia St. Paul on March
31. Johnson was first given
the call on February 17.
Johnson will officially
assume the office on July 1.
Until then, interim President
Wentzel will participate
with Johnson in making
major decisions on campus
by means of mail and
telephone.
When Johnson reaches
campus, he will be living in
the President's house
located next to the chapel.
The house is presently
occupied by Dean Tesch.
There will be a memorial
fundraiser on April 29 at
8:00 pm for CSP student Kris
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events. Censorship of songs
such as the Beach Boys and
the Beatles was not a
problem. Cronauer
explained that the DJ's were
not limited to playing just
certain kinds of music
because of censorship, but
mainly because it was not
always available. .
The movie shows Cronauer,
played by Robin Williams,
beginning his zany one-man
show at 0600. When
Cronauer first reached
Saigon he was actually given
an afternoon time-slot. It
wasn't until the DJ that was
doing the morning show left
that Cronauer began to
patent his
G00000d
Morning Vietnam!! over the
early morning airwaves.
Another exaggeration in the
film included Cronauer's
immediate opposition with
the 'Brass.' As Cronauer
pointed out in his
presentation, the only
problem he really faced was
censorship of the news. This
would also mean then, that
the officers over him did not
send Cronauer out into
enemy territory as depicted
in the film. Just the same, in
his real stay in Saigon,
Adrian Cronauer had no
close VietCong friends, or at
least did not know of any
friends that were VC.
Because of this "stretch of
truth," Cronauer's
counterpart, Robin Williams
was forced to leave Saigon
before his one-year tour of
duty was over. In actuality,
Adrian Cronauer was
honorably discharged after
his year in Vietnam.

Pinney who died of cancer
on February 22,1989.
There will be comedy
entertainment and the band
Clockwyz will provide music.
Recently plans have been
made to have a speaker talk
to the students of Concordia
about self defense.
The date and location have
not been finalized. The
daily bulletin will contain
news of the exact time and
location. If any Concordia
student or Faculty/Staff
members have suggestions
for the talk they are urged
to contact commuter
advocate Bobbi Smith or
Resident Assistant Shelley
Novotny.

Good Morning Vietnam
helped show the American
audiences a new and
different facet of Vietnam.
The movie gave people a
chance to finally laugh, not
at the severity of war, but at
one of the human ways of
dealing with a no-win
situation by using humor.
The humor of this picture
was brought even more to
life by the zany and bizarre
comedy of Robin Williams.
As Adrian Cronauer pointed
out, the original script that
he and fellow military DJ
Ben Moses wrote together
went through several
changes before it was put in
front of Williams. But,
after all that, what was seen
on the screen basically
deviated from what anyone
behind the scenes expected
to hear, thanks to
Williams's excellent talent
of ad-lib comedy. No one
asked Robin to compare
Vice-President Nixon with
Mr. Ed, nor was he asked to
incorporate Hugh Hefner's
wardrobe into a fashion
comparison about military
wear. But what people did
end up seeing was the first
comedy about Vietnam that,
after ten years, people were
able to laugh at.
When Cronauer reached
Saigon, one of the first
things he noticed about the
fighting men was the
extreme culture shock. Boys
from New York City, Tulsa,
Oklahoma, Los Angeles, and
Dubuque, Iowa were all
placed in the middle of a
hot, humid jungle to fight
for their lives half-way
around the world. The
AFRS's objective then, being
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Concordia St. Paul's tuition is lower than
other private colleges in the Twin Cities area.
According to figures given by the admissions
departments of seven area private colleges,
Concordia is the only one with tuition costs
lower than $7,000 for the '89-'90 school year.
Northwestern College in Roseville had that
lowest standard room and board costs.
The costs for tuition and room and board are
as follows:
Tuition
R&B
Total
Augsburg

$8,740

$3,328

$12,068

Bethel

$8,500

$3,180

$11,680

Concordia

$6,690

$2,550

$8,940

Hamline

$9,860

$3,224

$13,084

Northwestern $7,575

$2,520

$10,095

St. Catherine

$8,544

$3,140

$11,684

St. Thomas

$8,992

$2,740

$11,732

the only English station for
the American GI's„was to
project a state-side sound.
Cronauer, with the help of
other DJ's, set to work to
biing the sound of home to
the fighting men. This
meant making commercials
out of public service
announcements, such as the
advertisement for malaria
pills. "Monday is Malaria
Day! Don't forget to take
that big, orange pill!"
Pseudo-contests were also
held, telling the GI's to "be
caller#10 to win..." when
there was no way for
someone to call from the
middle of the jungle.
The whole purpose was to
give the American men and
women a morale boost and
help them deal with the
culture shock of Vietnam.
Adrian Cronauer's one year
stay in Saigon, however,
was not all tongue-in-cheek
humor and the laid back
ease of• a DJ's life. It was
true that military DJ's were
not required to dress like
trained fighting men, but
that did not separate them
from the reality of the war
going on around them.
As depicted in the film, just
ten minutes after Cronauer
left a restaurnat in Saigon,
the Mekong Floating
Restaurant, claymore mines
planted by the VietCong
sprayed fragments of
shrapnel at the restaurant,
killing and wounding many
people.
After Cronauer returned to
the scene of the incident, he
tried to get the news on the
air, but because of

censorship the officer in
charge denied his request,
saying that there wasn't
proof that it actually
happened.
"Look," Cronauer argued, "I
have personally seen heads
severed from torsos and,
barring the Second Coming ,
they are not going to get up
and walk away."
The reality of Vietnam was a
part of the DJ's life with a
.45 always within arm's
reach when broadcasting,
everyone at the AFRS knew
this. But just to keep
everyone reminded, the
VietCong would occasionally
blow up a housing complex
where military (such as
broadcasters) were living.
With this kind of experience,
Cronauer left Saigon after
one year with what he called
his "own personal demons."
Fears, feelings, and pain of
what he saw and
experienced in one of
America's most devastating
wars are some of the things
he felt that all veterans have
to deal with.
Today, Cronauer is seeing
that his hard efforts at the
Armed Forces Radio Station
did pay off. When he visits
other Vietnam Vets, it is not
uncommon that some will
tell him, "Thank You for
helping me get through
'Nam." It's comforting to
know, Cronauer
commented, that in all that
mess, he helped make a
difference for someone.

