Fomecoming: Coming Back to Worship

By Sarah Erkkinen and
Jesse Stremcha

This year’s Homecoming shirts
were emblazoned with “CU at
home.” At its core, Homecoming
is about celebrating the Concordia
home. For current students, this
means celebrating student life
and CSP. For alumni, it means a
return to their roots and the time
when they were students. That’s
why 25 alumni came back to be
part of chapel the week of Oct.
11-16.

The week of chapel was
celebrated with alumni from both
on and off campus participating
in chapel—as greeters,
musicians, pastors, readers and
speakers. Alumni were assisted
by the Student Alumni Council, a
student group working to enhance
connections between students and
alumni to maintain traditions on
campus.

“We saw this as another way
to make. homecoming special
for both students and alumni,”
said Jesse Stremcha, director of
Alumni Relations. “This was
a great opportunity for alumni
to give back to Concordia and
it’s ‘important for students to
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to care for students. QOur alumni
are very interested in the spiritual
development of CSP students.”
“We've worked hard to make
homecoming about more than
a football game,” Stremcha
continued. “We were glad Campus
Ministry  was
willing to work
with us to make
this  happen.
It was a good
way to pget
alumni  back,
thinking about
Concordia and
celebrating the
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to those memories.”
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Council member April Clausen on
the organ that moming as well.
During Friday’s chapel service,
Rev. Lucas Woodford *98; shared
a message while a group of eight
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alumni (Eric Selle '04, Matt Maas
'00, Johnson ’02, Moran ’02,
Mark Boehme ’03, Erica Eickhoff
*04, Cotter 04 and Erkkinen ’02)
led the music. “It was great to be
able to play in chapel again with
some old friends! I like staying
involved with my alma mater,”
said Johnson,

“The Neighbors,” a musical
group featuring Tom and Amy *99
Gundermann, Sam Rahberg 00
and Jack Carlos ’99, led musical
worship  during  Saturday’s
Homecoming chapel. Bob and
Sally Cordes ’55 and Roger
Dramstad 68, the Alumni Council
president, enjoyed greeting chapel
attendees.  Christus sang the
benediction, “E’en so, Lord Jesus,
Quickly Come,” which made an
even more meaningful chapel for
some returning alumni. “Hearing
that song will always remind me
of the good times I had singing in
choir” said Boehme *03. '

“Having alumni back in chapel
seemed to be a really nice
addition to the week’s festivities,”
Stremcha said. “I hope we’ll be

“able to continue our- partnership

with Campus Ministry and bring
alumni back every year.” Perhaps,
some of the current CSP students
reading this will be back to lead
chapel in the years to come.
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