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Student Wonders Where Is Christian Love
results I've observed so far are the
By Eric Selle
After reading an editorial in the $10 minimum policy for putting
Oct. 8th issue of the Sword and money on cards and the hurt feelspeaking to some fellow students, ings of a CSP employee. I don't
I've decided to say what's on my think anyone intended for this to
mind. Although I understand the happen.
"None of this would be an issue
frustration that some students have
experienced with the new laundry if it weren't for new policies beprocedure and those students' de- ing formed in the Cashier's Ofsire for change, 1 don't think the fice." This statement seems to
situation was handled effectively. place all the blame on the cashier.
Pennies, nickels and dimes were 'However, it may be true that the
taken to the Bear Center which original conflict is completely unannoyed the cashier, and an insen- related to the cashier at all: stusitive editorial was written, call- dents want to continue to use their
ing on students to "bring on the quarters in the laundry machines
pennies!" We're now further from in addition to using their cards.
the desired goal of convenience, Pennies, nickels, and dimes don't
and much further from receiving fit into the equation since they
better customer service. The only would not be accepted by the ma-

chines anyway. Neither does the and when all else failed, she even
cashier, who has no power to protected me from receiving a late
change the way the laundry ma- fee from the University. Above all,
she treated me
chines accept
with kindness,
money.
"Our cashier, Marla
respect, and unOur cashier, Marla
Nielsen,
is
not
derstanding.
Nielsen, is not only
only
a
hardworking
I believe the
a hardworking emissue at
ultimate
employee,
she's
a
kind
ployee, she's a kind
stake
is
not
cusand understanding
and understanding
tomer service.
person as well. I
person as well."
Yes, perhaps
have had difficulties
- Eric Selle
there are
paying my tuition on
changes to be
time due to problems
with my credit card company. Ms. made concerning customer serNielsen went above and beyond vice, but I think the ultimate issue
her role as cashier to help me solve at stake is our role as Christians in
the conflict. She made telephone the world. We Christians are accalls to the bank, she kept me up- countable for living out a thoughtdated via voicemails and e-mailS, ful and informed life and treating

Big Cat Consoles Campus Woes

through tough times. I myself have they are starting to get a little tired
Dear Big Cat,
I am a second year student here utilized these resources and I of it. What should I do? Help me,
from the south. I am not used to turned out all right. I think. Sec- I stink.
Sincerely, Smelly
all of this mucky weather. Last ond, friends and family are always
year I got really depressed during good resources. I have found that Dear Smelly Stink,
this time and I thought that it might a friend's love is the closest to that -1. I smell your pain. I too am stuck
_be home sickness. However, it is of the love of Christ that we can - with few clean clothes. However,
happening again and I am starting find on this earth. I am open for I can tell you this If you want
. to think it is because of the gloomy "being Your - friend: Can I pencil some tips on how to sustain a semiweather. What should I do to get you in? Third, go to the number natural life . while wearing dirty
weather.
through this? Please give me some one, God. Psalms 55:22 says, clothes you can contact Ryan
"Cast your burden on the Lord, Hatch. (Name used by permission
advice.
and He shall sustain you; He shall of Ryan Hatch, funded by Campus
Sincerely, Gloomy
never permit the righteous to be for a Cleaner Ryan Hatch)
Dear Gloomy,
"Do not cry. Be happy or else I moved." This is a promise, and Febreeze is also a very tasty soluwill give you something to cry unlike me God never breaks His tion. However, if you actually do
about." Inspiring words from my promises. Oh, I said I had four want to do your laundry there are
mother. Anywho, this is the time tips. Ummm... Fourth, never step quite a few banks in the area that
of year that many things start to on a flaming paper sack. It could could easily change a ten dollar bill
come to a head. You have class be bad. I pray that all will work into a roll of quarters. If you
projects due, extra-curricular ac- out for you and that you will find would like to get the deed done
tivities that are in full boar, and your strength in Jesus Christ. while you are already out, there are
several Laundromats in the area
Pooped, Big Cat
friendships that might be getting
that might actually be a little
stressed because of it. Also, you Dear Big Cat,
Because
of
the
maintenance
of
cheaper
than our machines. Howmight have family, car, or other
problems that you need to deal the laundry card swipes I am un- ever, I am not going to do my launwith. I will give you four point- able to do my laundry because I dry until the card swipes are workers. First, this campus provides have no quarters. Up to this point ing again. Ha Ha Ha!!!
Sweetly Smelling, Big Cat
counselors that can help you my friends have helped me out, but
-

Godspell: New Look to a Familiar Musical
By Kari Olson
Lights, camera...and lots of emotions! Godspell is the most recent
production of Concordia's Theatre
Department. Viewers were in for
a surprise, however, on finding that
the play was performed a different version from the original.
John Michael Telebak's and
Stephen Schwartz's original 1971
performance included the teachings of Jesus from the Gospels of
Luke and Matthew. The twist was
that the familiar Gospel characters
took the roles of clowns.
The Concordia version rose to a
more serious level by transporting
the original to the setting of September 11th. The 9/11 theme delivered a powerful message
through the Gospel. Just the term
`9/11' evokes strong emotions, but
by putting this word in context of
the Gospel, 9/11 offers hope, according to student Andrea Chandler,

Both tears and laughter compete
with other emotions throughout
the play. The sight of Sarah
Johnson rapping and an exotic
dance performed by "Stella"
Fasanello provoked chords of
laughter. This combination was
matched by tear-jerking scenes,
such as the crucifixion scene at the
end. One can only imagine the
spiritual impact in the audience.
The overall performance was directed by Professor Michael J.
Charron, who also concieved the
setting for this emotional experience. The set and scenery were
designed and built by Roger
Rosvold and James Seeman, along
with a crew of CSP theater students.
The orchestra was directed by
senior Church Music student
Jonathan Bomgardner. The musicians in the orchestra included
members of the CSP community:
Jeremy Davis (percussion and vocals), P.J. Stohlmann (keyboard

and vocals), April Clausen (piano
and vocals), Erica Eickhoff (cello),
Dr. John Roth (guitars) and son
Justin Roth (bass), CSP alumni
Andrew Johnson (guitars and
mandolin), as well as drummer
Dean Dunnavan who teaches religion at Concordia Acadamy. The
musicians not only played, but
sang "On the Willows" which
played under the emotional goodbye scene of the Last Supper.
The actors featured familiar
faces from previous theatre performances. Actors/actresses Paul
Brutscher, Amanda Busby, Eric
Cannedy, Janelle Cotter, Abby Jo
Dawkins, Andrea Fasanello, Drew
Reuss, and Aaron Singleton are
upper classmen who have worked
in the theatre previously. New to
the stage were freshmen Dan
Aubin, Eva Deterding, junior Kenneth Fischl, a transfer student, and
seniors Sarah Johnson and Owen
Rasmussen.

our neighbors with love and respect. Trying to make our own
lives more convenient at the cost
of another person's feelings probably does more harm than good.
Let's go about changing customer
service in a new way. We can
make positive changes by treating
our neighbor with love and respect, and trying to understand
why things happen the way they
do, then, respectfully voicing our
concerns to the appropriate
people. 1'11 bet we would do a lot
more than improve customer service: we may just uplift a fellow
Christian brother or sister and
make a friend in the process.

Students, bring on the Christian love!

International Graduate Voices
Concerns Over Program Changes

By Masa Tada
My name is Masa Tada. I am an
international student from Tokyo,
Japan. I graduated from Concordia
University, St. Paul in May, 2001.
My major was Communication
Studies with a focus on Intercultural Communication. After I
graduated from Concordia, I went
back to my home country and
worked in Tokyo. Recently, I left
my company and- came back to
Concordia to get my Master of
Arts Organization Management
degree.
My first year at Concordia was
the hardest year in my college life.
When I came to Concordia in August 1997, I did not know anything
about American college life. However, my difficult transition was
made much easier because at that
time, CSP had an international student advisor who was very helpful. Before I came to Concordia,
the international student advisor
called me and asked to meet me
before I started my first semester.
The advisor knew that I was nervous about studying at an American college. She introduced me to
other international students and
they took care of me by preparing
me mentally and giving me good
advice for my studies. I felt comfortable sharing my problems with
them, even though my English
skills were not good at the time. I
do not know if I would have been
able to succeed academically if it
were not for the international advisor and the international student
club.
Now, however, things are different. CSP no longer has an international advisor. It is true that CSP
takes care of paper work for international students, but we still need
an international student advisor at
this school. It is very difficult for
us as International students to get
used to American college life and
American life. When we have
problems with our college or
American life, we do not know
whom we should talk with. That
is why, most schools have an in-

ternational student advisor to ensure international students have a
comfortable college life.
It must be hard for American
people to understand how difficult
it is to be away from our own country and to study a different language, Every country has its own
culture, so people still need to respect their culture. I am sure that
international students are willing
to acCeptAinerican culture as well,
but I would like other students to
understand the feelings of international students. Concordia has an
Intercultural Communication
course that students and faculty
members need to take to learn
more about other countries' cultures.
I had an interview with Michael
James Grannis, DCE Intern; Lay
Missionary VYM (Japan). He
said, "I think it is very important
for people to realize that the world
is a smaller and smaller place. I
think having an international cornmunity will help some people learn
that, and I think that it is a great
way for people to make friends and
break down racial barriers." Even
though international students are
the minority group at Concordia,
American students might be interested in becoming familiar with the
cultures of other countries or making other friends out side of the US.
I also think that is it a great place
for American people who are from
other parts of the country to find
other people who are looking for
a place to feel comfortable.
If there are any international students or people v., ho are interested
in this topic, please feel free to
contact me! I really would like to
know how other international students feel about their experience
at Concordia. I would also like to
know what American students
think about having international
students at school. For international students, please know that
you are not alone. There are others who understand our feelings
and want to support us! My e-mail
address is mstd99@aol.com
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