The “Write” Stuff: Experience the Writing_ Center

'By Rhonda Nestrud

The goal of the Writing
Center is to “serve all the stu-
dents on campus in an equi-
table = manner”
Friedrich, the newly appointed
Director of the Writing Center
on campus. Friedrich, who is an
English Professor, has ‘been a
tutor at the center since last fall,
and since Aug. 1 has served in

the administrative position.
The Writing Center, locat-
"ed in the tunnel near the
switchboard, is open Monday
through Friday - and wvarious
hours on Sunday. During that
time, students are able to bring
in their work -essays, letters,

g
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portfolios, and resumes- to go
over with a faculty or student
tutor. Students are encouraged
to bring in any work, at any
point in their writing, and they

said Tom.

are asked tofill out a paper stat-
ing exactly which part of the
writing they would like to
review. The tutor, over the
extent of a half-hour session,
will guide the writer to take a
reflective and critical stance on
his or her own writing.

- Though the primary focus
of the Writing Center is to work
one-on-one with students on
their individual assignments,
the center is not limited to this

-single form of interaction.

Group tutorials are also a possi-
bility. A men's writing group
has been started and meets on a
regular basis to discuss its mem-
bers’ assigned and extracurricu-

lar work. “I hope to see other

writing groups come out of the
center - those that are for men
and women only and those that
are mixed,” said Friedrich. The

Writing Center, then, is both the
act of taking writing out of the
classroom and placing it in a
context where writers are
exclusively writing for them-

selves and for an audience of-

peers. Writing as a social activi-
ty happens on a range of levels
in our Writing Center.

With the new year and
new administration came new
goals for the Writing Center.
The future holds many exciting
advances including on-campus
seminars addressing composi-
tion in the college  environ-
ment, a newsletter highlighting
the center’s activities and writ-
ing-related experiences of both
students and faculty members,
and even a Concordia system-
wide online writing lab (OWL).

The online center will
broaden the service that the
center provides to  all
Concordia students - especially
off campus students, non-tradi-
tional students, and College of
Graduate and Continuing
Studies students. Students will
be able to submit their work
online to a tutor who will eval-
uate the situation and return
the work .to the student via
email. Though this project is
soon to be tested out on a
group of students from the CU-
Portland campus, Friedrich
noted that QWL would be avail-
able to St. Paul students next
year.

“The Writing Center con-
centrates on making better
writers, not just better writing,”

" reflected Friedrich, who is
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always looking to be of service
to the Concordia community.
Being one of the tutors avail-
able, Friedrich encourages all
students and staff to become
part of the program. “We are
not limited to English majors,
any professor can donate their
time to help,” he continued. To
become a tutor, a student needs
to enroll in English 324:
Teaching Writing 1:1. Students
who are in and have completed
this course are qualified to
work in the center. Friedrich
said,“Being a tutor gives you the
chance to see people saying
what’s meaningful to them and
as that work develops, so do the
tutors.”

With all the opportuni-
ties, advances and activitics tak-
ing place in the Writing Center,
there are many reasons to go
and take a look in AD 121.
Students may find helpful
advice, answers to their ques-
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tions, or even lifelong writing
mentors. “The thing I would
stress the most,” concluded
Friedrich, “is that the Writing
Center is for everybody. It is not
limited to one type of student,
and it is not limited to one type
of writing. Everyone involved
benefits from the experience.

The SWORD - 2

Let’'s Speak Another Language

By Masayuki Tada

A Japanese Language Club
exists at Barnes & Noble in the
Har Mar Mall in St. Paul,
Minnesota. It is very interest-
ing to me how people study
another language. Japanese—
especially—is different from
English in terms of grammar,
writing and speaking. Because
of these differences, some peo-
ple are able to speak wonderful
Japanese, while others do not
have that ability. In this group,
it was much the same. Despite
this range of performance, they
were having a good time speak-
ing Japanese.
- They were talking about
one Japanese woman who got
a gold -medal for Judo. The
Japanese woman also compet-
ed in the Barcelona Olympics
and Atlanta Olympics; however,
she did not get a gold medal at
those games. I was very inter-
ested in one of the group mem-
bers; his name is Michael Creel.
He was very excited while they
were talking about the
Japanese woman,

Creel has been studying
Jhpanesc'since he was in col-

lege. Creel was telling people
how this Japanese woman
worked so hard to get her gold
medal. When Creel went to
Japan in 1997, he went to see a
Judo competition with his
friends; he loved the Judo
match. After he came back to
the United States, he was look-
ing for a Judo club here; how-
ever, Judo is not a famous sport
in the United States, so he

could not learn it. Creel said,
“Let's make a Judo club instead
of continuing this Japanese
Club.” Everyone laughed.

The reason why Creel
started learning Japanese was
that he had a Japanesé room-

mate when he was in college.-

He did not know anything
about Japan before that experi-
ence. When Creel saw his
roomimate’s pictures, he started
to become interested in Japan.
After that, he said,* I want to go
to Japan." He had never been

to another country before he
went to Japan; his roommate's
pictures made him to want see
another nation - another way of
life.

Most of the Japanese Club
members have never been to
Japan. They said that they
planned to go to Japan some-
time in the future, so they
wanted to speak good Japanese
before the time came. Not only
do they study Japanese, they
also study the Japanese culture.
There is so much that is differ-
ent between American culture
and Japanese culture. = Their
attitude- seemed much better
than that of Japanese teenagers
because they are always polite
and bow to people. If Japanese
teenagers were to see their atti-
tude, they might be reminded
of the real quality of Japanese
culture. '

The japanese Club mem-
bers are very nice people and
love Japan a lot. Before they
left the club, they bowed to
.each other and said “Sayonara,’
which means good-bye.



