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ARTS & VARIETY
Music Spotlight: Becca Tutewohl
BY ETHAN LANGEMO

C

hristian faith and music have always gone hand in hand, and this
is certainly true for senior Becca Tutewohl, a double major in K-12
Vocal Music Education and Church Music. She is currently fulfilling
her student teaching job at a public school in St. Paul and directs a praise
band at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Prior Lake. Her goal is to be a
public middle school choir teacher near the cities, as well as having the
opportunity to continue directing her praise band.
Tutewohl is very active in the music program here at CSP. In her career
here, she has taken part in Christus Chorus as a soprano, in which she is
also currently the choir’s president, alto two in Vox 9 Vocal Jazz Ensemble,
and chapel band. She has played a prominent role in the Music, Theatre, and
the Dance Department’s Fall 2019 production of the opera Die Fledermaus,
in which she took on the part of Adele, the housemaid who has big dreams
of the stage beyond the estate she serves.
She found her passion for music at a young age while performing for the
congregation at her grandfather’s Illinois church. Her choir director fueled
this passion in her early high school years, as he challenged her to overcome
her musical challenges. This experience caused her to discover that she
wanted to do this for other young people, and she has found that making
connections with people different from herself through music is one of her
favorite things about what she does. Tutewohl decided to dedicate her time
at CSP because she came from a small town, and she feels at home amidst
the tight community while also living in a city she enjoys.
As a musician, the rock band Queen, especially singer Freddie
Mercury, has been one of her biggest influences. “He was unapologetically
himself, and he inspired me to be different and to mostly have fun while
performing.” Indeed, the singer has been a motivation for many people to be
themselves proudly and confidently. This has helped her overcome one of her
biggest challenges: realizing she is imperfect and is not always successful.
However, she knows that she can keep pushing through while learning new
things and getting stronger each time. Another influencer for her has been
Dr. Matthew Culloton, a graduate of Concordia Moorhead and the U of
M, who founded and directs the professional group The Singers. His piece
“Famine Song” made her fall in love with choral music and inspired her to
work with choirs to produce beautiful music.
Recently, Tutewohl completed the task of putting together a conducting
recital, in which she invited friends from both Christus Chorus and the
Jubilate Choir to work in a special ensemble that she conducted. Planning
the event was difficult because while she enjoys planning and organization,
she would rather cut straight to the music. The theme of her recital was
Martin Luther King Jr., as it coincided with MLK Day. The purpose of the
theme was to show how MLK Jr. showed God’s love through non-violence
and working with others. Thus, many of the selected pieces had to do with
God’s peace and love and walking together in Christ to make the world
better.
As she completes her final year here, she prepares for the road ahead of
her, knowing God will be at her side the whole way. Her dedication, passion,
ability to connect with people, and faith are all aspects that have helped
and will further her with success. The world needs more music teachers, and
Tutewohl is sure to make a great addition to them all.

Theater & Dance Preview
BY KALYNN FULLER

E

xciting things are taking place in the theatre and dance department.
First, is the show Rumors directed by Mark Rosenwinkel. Actor Erika
Soukup, who plays the character of Cassie Cooper, describes the
storyline as four couples who are invited to a party show up where there is no
one present... or so the four couples think. Throughout the entire show, the
four couples try to figure out what is going on without having any help, while
humorous events take place. The cast was listed at the end of the 2019 Fall
Semester, and the first read-through happened the week before Winter Break.
The first week after break, the cast had their first rehearsal and have been
rehearsing ever since. Soukup encourages, “Come see the show and experience
it. Mark is a genius when it comes to comedy. There will never be a lack of
where to look because there is so much happening on stage.” See Rumors
February 13-16.
Another show that is currently rehearsing is Silent Sky, directed by Ruth
Elkerton. Elkerton began directing this show for her directing class in the
2019 Fall Semester. There she competed with six directors during the one-acts.
Two directors were selected following the one-acts showcase to perform the
entirety of their shows. One would be selected for the 2020 Spring Semester
and the other for 2020 Fall Semester. Elkerton’s show was chosen for this
semester. Silent Sky is based on the true story of Henrietta Swan Leavitt,
who was an astronomer in the 1910s researching for Harvard. Leavitt did not
receive credit for her research, so the show tells the story of how she fought
for recognition. Elkerton compels everyone to come to see her play because,
“it is an inspiring and empowering story for not only women but everyone.
It will make you laugh, cry, and everything in between. It is a special piece of
theatre.” This show will be performed March 19-22.
The 2019-2020 Spring into Dance auditions took place towards the end of
January. This season there are five student group choreographers, three duets,
six alumni choreographers, and On Broadway! choreographed by Jan Puffer.
Dancers auditioned for these pieces on January 27, 2020, and within the week
following, they accepted the offers for the dances they chose to participate in.
Their rehearsals began the first week in February, and they will rehearse until
show time at the end of April.
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