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ARTS & VARIETY
Music Spotlight: Sierra Piepkorn

Tonya Harding: A Second Chance

BY KELLY PIERCE

BY FARHA IBRAHIM
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ierra Piepkorn, a
Sierra's dedication
gifted musician,
former athlete, and shows in her
performance: "You
Elementary Education
can tell a lot about my
major at CSP embodies
authenticity in her
personality by watching
music, in her life, and in
me perform. People
always tell me I don't
her passions. She came
to Concordia with the
look nervous at all,
intention of becoming a
which is definitely not
teacher, but that wasn't
true. But really, you have
to put a lot of passion
always her plan. In fact,
Sierra used to dislike
and personality into
it, or it's just not that
working with kids. It
wasn't until she got
good of a performance."
involved coaching a little Music has taught
league softball team that Sierra how to manage
she found her passion
her nerves before
performances, but it's
for developing youth:
also given her a variety
"The opportunity
just came along, and I'm of experiences. At the
so glad I took it because
end of February every
otherwise, I wouldn't be
year, the band goes on
tour to various locations.
where I am right now,"
says Piepkom. Sierra is
In her seven years here,
now student-teaching
Sierra has been to
Madison, Chicago, St.
fifth grade at Horace
Louis, and more cities
Mann Elementary as
she continues to coach
rich in culture.
her little league team.
Sierra advises any
"Since I'm studentstudents with interest
teaching now, I can't
in music to join concert
band: "There's not a
be as involved with
music as I used to be,
huge time commitment,
but I'm still in concert
and you get to have a
band and occasionally
lot of cool experiences
give lessons to younger
and meet tons of cool
kids."
people," says Piepkorn:
Sierra started
"There's a lot you can
learn about yourself
playing the flute at
CSP much earlier than
through music." On solo
performances, Sierra has
most. She was still in
high school when she
this to say: "You have to
started playing with
have a lot of personality
as a
the University band,
musician
which is a big part
because
of why she came to
Concordia. Piepkorn has that's
developed as a musician
what
considerably since then.
you put
into your
Since the beginning,
Sierra has put thousands music.
of hours into her craft:
You can't
"I would put in at
play a solo
least an hour every day
and try
practicing, along with
to copy
lessons and composition. somebody
I started my capstone
else - it
has to be
piece in August, way
before I performed in
you."And
November."
that's a

great piece of advice
in general.
When performing,
Sierra is living in the
most authentic way
possible, moment
to moment, entirely
engrossed in the task
at hand. There are no
thoughts of the future
of the past, no deadlines
hanging over your head,
no laundry that needs
to be done. For those
fleeting seconds, while
performing, Sierra bares
her soul for the world to
see and creates beautiful
music while doing it.
If we could all take
Sierra's advice - "You
can't play a solo and try
to copy someone else it has to be you" - we'd
all be living a more
authentic, exuberant,
carefree life. Because
at the end of the day,
you're the only person
you have left.
Sierra has left
her mark on CSP.
Now, she'll go on to
raise the youth of
America, sharing the
lessons she's learned
in her time here and
building a generation of
unashamed, passionate
young creators living life
to the fullest. l!lei
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onya Harding became one
of the most famous people
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in 1994 for her alleged
involvement in the attack against
Nancy Kerrigan. This incident cost
her the 1994 U.S. Championship
title, forced her to resign from
the United States Figure Skating
Association, and to be banned from
'A KNOCKOUT!
participating in USFSA-run events
as either a skater or a coach. In I,
Tonya, Tonya, played by Margot
Robbie, is looking to redeem herself
and her reputation by giving her
account of the events leading up
to the attack. However, there are
two sides to every story as Jeff
Gillooly, played by Sebastian Stan,
gives his take on what happened.
Tonya had a difficult upbringing.
Born and raised in Portland, Oregon,
she was poor and had a mentally and Photo from Google Images
physically abusive mother. She spent her entire childhood working hard to
be the best figure skater. Despite her efforts in competitions, she did not get
the acknowledgments she believed she deserved: "You're not the image we want
to portray. You're [supposed to be] representing our country," said one judge.
She sought comfort in and married Jeff Gillooly, a man she met while
practicing. After a while, it became a love-hate relationship, and Jeff was
physically abusive to her. However,Jeff states it was the other way around. After

NYA

"My skating career is over. I have no savings, and I
ended up a waitress just like my

mom:' said Tonya.

coming in fourth in the 1992 Winter Olympics, Tonya and Jeff got a divorce.
Her coach convinces her to give it one more shot at the 1994 Winter Olympics.
So what happened: There is no question that Shawn Eckhardt and Shane
Stant were involved in the attack. However, the real questions are whether Jeff
and Tonya knew, were they involved, and whose side do you believe? Ironically,
Nancy healed and won silver in the 1994 Winter Olympics whereas Tonya
placed eighth. If this story intrigues you enough, watch the movie, and ask
yourself: Does Tonya deserve a second·chance? 1!18
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