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NEWSNEWS
Record Number of RA Applicants
BY DAVINA BELLINGER

CSP has seen a striking number in this year's RA applicants, with 46 
students submitting applications. However there can only be 17 RAs 
next year. RA applicants like sophomore criminal justice major Maiyan 

Tapia said, “I applied because I wanted to be someone that made a difference 
and just be able to create a home away from home for others.” She hopes to 
get either Holst, Hyatt, and or Luther Hall. Tapia is also hoping to build 
long-lasting connections with other students and create an open environment 
where everyone feels welcomed.
     Freshman ministry major Sam Ruth said, “I applied so I could be an 
active member in the community of CSP, and to have an impact on incoming 
freshmen. I think I’d be a good fit because I am likable and mature. I stay firm 
when it comes to the rules, but I’m not hard on people I’m responsible for.” 
He was one of the selected candidates that were accepted as next year's RA 
for Wollaeger Hall. Ruth hopes to gain better communication skills while 
connecting with the next group of upcoming freshmen. 
     Residence Life staff member Tess Stage is the Hyatt Corridor and 
Intramural Co-Coordinator at CSP. Stage was a part of the interview process 
when selecting candidates for next year. She explained that her favorite part 
of interviewing is, “For many students, this could be their first job interview! 
So, I commend all students who even apply and go through this process of 
interviewing. Seeing students bring their best self forward and share their 
story that we might not know from other interactions with them is my 
favorite part.” One thing that Stage is looking forward to for next year's RA’s 
is, “New energy! Every year, new candidates bring in a level of energy and 
excitement that fuels a good team.” 
     Heidi Goettl has been the Director of Residence Life for 11.5 years, and 
Jake Wakem has been an Assistant Director of Residence Life for 2.5 years. 
Wakem said, “We believe that our current Resident Assistants have made an 
unbelievable impact on our campus and the communities they serve. They 
serve as role models, inspirations, and tone-setters. They know how to balance 
the job while still being an effective student.” 
     Residence Life had Residence Life Coordinators, who are graduate 
assistants, in the process this year. They directly supervise the RAs and know 
what is needed in each building. The coordinators led the group process and 
were present in the individual interviews, which depended on their schedules. 
The RA positions were announced to the applicants on February 24th. The 
candidates need to either accept or decline after spring break. Goettl said, “We 
strive to have all positions filled by housing selection day so next year’s team 
can let friends know if they are looking for roommates or not and in which 
building.”
     I asked Goettl and Wakem to explain what being an RA means to them. 
Wakem said, “An RA is someone who is there for others while knowing 
how to balance their own needs with the needs of residents. RAs serve as 
a role model in their actions and their words while inspiring those around 
them to be better.” Goettl added that, “An RA is more than programs, policy 
enforcement, and making students do one-on-ones. I see a student first who 
wants to leave a positive impact on the community. An RA cares for others 
and wants the best experience for their residents.  They are balanced, flexible, 
and trainable.”

Sexual Assault Survivors Push Bill to Eliminate 
Statute of Limitations for Sex Crimes
BY HALLE MARTIN

Nearly one year ago, Sarah Super helped Ramsey County reshape the 
way law enforcement interacts with victims of sexual assault, which 
included sensitivity training for officers. As a victim of sexual abuse, 

Super has made it her priority to advocate for other victims. Now, she is 
moving forward with her support and advocacy for sexual assault survivors, 
along with Asma Mohammed (a fellow victim and advocacy director for 
Islamic Sisterhood for Empowerment) and Laura Stearns (one of the many 
victims of decades of sexual abuse and coverups within the Children’s Theater 
Company).
     The women are fighting back against sexual predators and giving survivors 
a chance to come forward by pushing a bill that would eliminate the statute 
of limitations for sex crimes in Minnesota. A statute of limitations is a set 
amount of time a victim has to press charges against their perpetrator. The 
statute of limitations can vary depending on the victim's age and the time 
which the assault took place. Additionally, the statute of limitations that was 
in place during the time of your assault would be applied to your case. 
     Currently, there is no statute of limitations for child sex crimes if you 
were under the age of twenty-four on or before May 23rd, 2013. Meaning, if 
you were assaulted as a child in 1988, your statute of limitations to take legal 
action against your offender has passed. If you were assaulted as an adult in 
Minnesota, your statute of limitations is only six years.  
     Given the immense trauma (often including fear, shame, and guilt), 
current statutes do not give sexual assault victims enough time to come 
forward, and these women are trying to change that. Asma Mohammed, who 
was assaulted when she was only twelve years old, told reporters that her 
statute of limitations expired before she even had the chance to process what 
had been done to her: “I can't report, this man went on to hurt other people. 
My testimony could never be used in a case against him. That's the reality of 
this bill. It could change lives. It could change who sees justice."
     The women shared that if the bill does pass, it will not pass retroactively, 
meaning cases that occurred prior to the potential bill will not be covered 
under the new statute of limitations. However, as Super explained, it will give 
back a choice that was taken from survivors going forward. 

Utah Fights to Decriminalize Polygamy
BY KENNEDY WILLIAMS

T he practice of polygamy has been frowned upon since the very 
beginning of basic law and cultural norms in the United States. 
However, the state of Utah is currently fighting to decriminalize 

polygamy among consenting adults by reducing the penalty from a felony 
that comes with five to fifteen years in prison to a slight infraction on par 
with a traffic ticket. On Tuesday, February 25th, the Utah state senate voted 
unanimously to pass the Republican-sponsored bill effectively. It then moved 
on to the Utah House of representatives, where it was passed on Wednesday. 
From there, it will move to the governor of Utah for the final decision. 
     Utah is nationally known for its dense population of Mormon citizens, 
hence its constant push on changing these laws that counter the traditional 
practice of the Mormon religion. Seventy-five to eighty percent of practicing 
Mormons are not members of polygamist households as the church disavowed 
polygamy in 1890. Still, there remains a large amount of Utah’s population 
that does take part in plural marriage as a traditional practice. Apart from 
allowing citizens the freedom to define what marriage and family mean to 
them, this law will also help victims of abuse who belong to polygamous 
households to come forward without the fear of prosecution, according to 
Republican Senator Diedre Henderson. 
     While polygamy is seen as immoral by the general population of the 
United States, many citizens of Utah argue that plural marriage is a deep-
rooted practice of their culture. Polygamist protestors hold up signs saying, 
“I’m a husband, a father, and a lover. Not a felon,” and, “We are consenting 
adults!” In a different setting, Brooke Shedd is a primary example as she tells 
her story of the perfect polygamous relationship along with partners Adam 
Lyons and Jane Shalakhova on This Morning. Shedd says that polygamy 
is often portrayed in the media solely as a negative thing. In reality, “It is 
perfectly acceptable for two men and a woman to be together, or for four 
people, or five people, or whatever.” These arguments have shifted the mindset 
of politicians, much like the move for the legalization of gay marriage in 2015. 
Protestors are taking the frowned-upon practice, personalizing it, and really 
making politicians think about why plural marriage is a crime. 
     This bill has been in the works since late August of 2019 when a columnist 
for the Salt Lake Tribune, Robert Gehrke, commented, “Utah should 
decriminalize polygamy, but legally it can’t.” Gehrke traveled around the 
United States to learn more about polygamy and specifically why polygamist 
families were pulling their children out of school. According to Gehrke, 
criminalizing polygamy only makes these communities more insular. These 
various arguments for polygamy and the dense population of polygamist 
families in Utah make the likelihood of the passing of this bill very high. 
Whether this will have a positive or negative effect on the community is 
unclear at this time. 
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Poisoned Ivy League
BY ALEXANDRIA GOSEN

P restigious Ivy League schools Harvard and Yale are under 
investigation with the US Education Department for failing to 
report millions of foreign donations in their taxes. This investigation 

is just another on the larger scale of investigations multiple US departments 
have been conducting on Ivy League schools. This particular investigation, 
however, is beginning to raise questions about how reliant these schools are 
on foreign funding.
     According to The Wall Street Journal, the schools have yet to respond 
to the education department.  The same article paraphrases the education 
department’s description of said schools, reading, “. . . Higher education 
institutions in the US, in a document reviewed by the Journal, as ‘multibillion-
dollar, multinational enterprises using opaque foundations, foreign campuses, 
and other sophisticated legal structures to generate revenue."
     It is a law that universities are to report to the education department 
foreign contracts and gifts that total, individually or together, $250,000 
or more in the calendar year.  These universities in question are outright 
accused of soliciting money from foreign organizations that are known to be 
hostile to the United States.  The accusers claim this is a reason for concern 
due to the risk of research theft, a spread of propaganda, and benefiting 
other governments. 
     Along with this investigation, recently, the chairman of Harvard’s chemistry 
department was arrested on charges of lying about millions of dollars the 
Chinese donated to the program. At the same time, the US also disbursed a 
grand $15 million to fund his research. This is the match that lit the fire. The 
professor's arrest is what led the education department to the scandal. 
     The education department also reported that Yale failed to report $375 
million in foreign funding. Yale, in fact, did not file any reports between the 
three years of 2014-17. The education department is now requesting from both 
schools financial reports regarding contributions from the following: Saudi 
Arabia, China, Peking University’s Yenching Academy, the National University 
of Singapore, Qatar, Huawei Technologies Co., and ZTE Corp. of China, the 
Kaspersky Lab and Skolkovo Foundation of Russia, and many more. 
     It is said that the Trump administration and other authorities involved 
fears the repercussions of collaborating with China and other rivals. They 
claim that they are using their funding as an edge to gain knowledge that 
could potentially narrow their economic and/or military gaps with the 
United States. 
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