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S

eason’s greetings! With the end of this

horrible year finally in sight, I, like many others,
hope for a more positive and progressive year
in 2021. However, I have to remind myself that just
because the year is changing a number, that does not
mean that everything magically is going to get better.
Though we are all tired of doing our best to stay safe
and do the right thing in order to make progress that
seems impossible, I encourage you all to keep pushing.
Lean on loved ones for support (metaphorically, of course),
find what helps you stay positive, and treat the people
around you with as much kindness as you can muster.
Good luck to my fellow students with your finals,
and thank you to all of our professors for dealing with
this weird transition with us. Whatever you celebrate,
have a wonderful, safe, and relaxing holiday.

Jorge Vazquez Tejeda
FACULTY ADVISOR

Eric Dregni

Oh deer

WRITERS

Rebecca Beasley
Mia Cahalan
Isabella D'Burke
Kacie Duncan
MaryKate Fenstermaker
Rajeera Geleta
Mackenzie Grubbs
Hamza Ismail
Ethan Langemo
Owen Liebert
Richard T. Mahle
Brittany McCarty
Ryan Skille
Erika Soukop
Kalyna Xiong

Christmas is nearly here!
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Concordia Saves the Music Amidst
Pandemic
BY REBECCA BEASLEY

T

his year has looked very different from years past due to the pandemic.

Although Concordia was able to have students return to campus in September,
students are required to wear masks, stay six feet apart, and meet only in small
groups. In the background, many more things are happening to keep students safe.
For Concordia’s music and theatre department, extra measures have been put in place.
Early into the pandemic, it was found that singing is more capable of transmitting
the virus than simply talking. According to the cdc , singing increases the chances
of the airborne spread of covid-19, due to the “concentration of suspended respiratory
droplets in the air space” and “Inadequate ventilation… that allowed a build-up of
suspended small respiratory droplets and particles.” To save the choirs and other music
groups, Concordia had to act. Any student involved in the Jubilate Choir or Christus
Chorus is familiar with the Concordia Covenant. At the beginning of the semester,
every one of those students signed an agreement, or a covenant, promising to follow
social distancing rules and to do their part to prevent the spread of covid-19. By
reducing these risks, Concordia will be able to stay open and still have choir and
music groups.
Other than the Concordia Covenant, the choirs at Concordia also have special
singing masks that were commissioned from a local business, Thanh’s Tailor. The
masks allow for better diction while still keeping the choir members safe. An additional
step the choirs take is singing outside when weather permits. They break up into
smaller groups to practice
and move rooms every
30 minutes. These extra
measures can be exhausting
Concordia has navigated
but have allowed Concordia
to save the music, and the
this new situation with
music department.
caution, attempting to keep
Concordia has been
unable to hold live and
music and the arts alive
in-person concerts and
performances but has
and students healthy.
improvised with video
recordings and live
streams. Theatre performances such as last spring’s Silent Sky and this fall’s Tintypes
were shown virtually via live stream. The Hauntitorium tradition was filmed and
streamed. The Fine and Performing Arts Christmas Concert for this year, Go Tell it on
the Mountain, was professionally recorded ahead of time and put together for viewers.
On the other hand, the string ensemble was able to hold an in-person concert with
limited attendance and socially distanced seating in mid-November.
Overall, 2020 has been a long and difficult year, especially for the performing arts.
Concordia has navigated this new situation with caution, attempting to keep music and
the arts alive and students healthy. Students can only hope that the next fall semester
does not have to look the same thanks to these efforts.

