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veryone has that one friend that knows them better than they know

themselves. How well do your family members know you? How well do you
know them? Even further, why do we keep secrets from those we love the most?
Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng shows how family impacts a person’s entire
life. It shows how love turns dysfunctional. No matter how well we may think we know
someone, vulnerability is rare and hard to come by.
Celeste Ng is an American writer who graduated from Harvard University. Her
first novel, Everything I Never Told You, is a New York Times bestseller along with
her second novel, Little Fires Everywhere. Both have earned several awards,
proving Ng’s extraordinary writing capabilities.
“Lydia is dead. But they don’t know this yet…” the novel begins. It takes place in
the 1970s, surrounding an interracial family in Ohio. The novel has more subjects
than just race, however. Lydia’s mother, Marilyn, struggles with her decision to become a
homemaker. Her regret leaks into her mothering as she pressures Lydia to be what
Marilyn never was. The father, James, pushes his son to be someone he is not.
Somehow, the two parents forget about and neglect their third child. From family
dynamics and racial issues to gender norms and grief, Everything I Never Told You
covers it all. One big mysterious event simultaneously tears the family apart and
brings them back together and makes them stronger than before. One reason I
enjoy this so much is because it shows that no matter how far you stray or how bad
things get, a happy ending is always possible. There is always good to be found in
the worst of times. This family is already struggling thanks to the parents’ pressure
and other tensions. As the mystery of Lydia’s death is unraveled, the secrets the
children kept from their parents and the secrets the parents kept from each other
come to light. Their relationships hit rock bottom. Yet, they heal.
My favorite part of the novel is how the reader can relate to each character. I am
nothing like this Chinese-American boy living in Ohio in the 1970s, yet I see myself in
that character. Being able to relate to these characters helps people empathize with
those who are different from them. We, as humans, have a lot in common with
each other. On the outside, we may not all have the same interests, or the same hobbies,
or the same childhood. Everything I Never Told You shows us the little things we
all have in common. Maybe it is sibling rivalry, an insecurity and imposter syndrome,
or maybe it is something as big as culture.
Everything I Never Told You is more than the murder-mystery I expected it to be.
It is more than secrets. It shows the dark side of love. I would recommend this
book to people looking for a quick read (it is a little less than 300 pages) that is both
mentally stimulating and emotionally moving. Even if you do not think you could
ever relate to the
characters, I challenge you
to read the novel anyways,
as you might be surprised.
After reading, ask yourself
how well you know your
loved ones and how well
they know you. What
secrets are you keeping?
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oah klemp, an

English literature
major as well as a
music performance and
applied guitar major, is no
stranger to Concordia’s
Music and Theater
Department. Throughout
his time at csp , Noah has
been involved in Jubilate
Choir, Christus Chorus,
concert band, 908 Worship,
string ensemble, and
theatre. In addition to
singing, he plays a variety
of instruments, including
the drums, piano, bass
guitar, upright bass,
mandolin, banjo, just
about any brass
instrument, and even the
accordion! Noah grew up
in Omaha, Nebraska with
his parents, who both
Noah performing at a house show.
attended csp . His parents
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inspired both his love of
music and his love of
literature, which led him to attend csp . After graduating from csp , Noah plans to
write and record music, which he already has experience with. Noah can be found
performing in various restaurants and bars, as well as house shows in the cities,
following current cdc and mdh guidelines. He uses his Instagram @noahklemp
as a platform for gigs and his music career. Noah plans on teaching English and
music part-time or as a substitute in local schools before pursuing graduate studies
in English and music.
The people, Noah says, are his favorite part of csp . It was because of his peers
that he enjoyed various band tours and a choir tour to New York City. Outside of
his studies, Noah enjoys reading nonfiction literature, especially the works of Greek
philosophers. He is also a proud political junkie who wants everyone to know that
he did, in fact, predict Georgia’s red-to-blue flip in the 2020 election, down to the
hour. Additionally, Noah prefers cats and is a travel enthusiast. He has already been
to Central Europe and Hong Kong, and he plans on going to Jamaica in the future.
Although the pandemic
may put a hold on his
travels in the near future,
it has changed his
perspective on graduating.
Noah's advice for
Noah says the pandemic
made him realize that
underclassmen is this: care
graduation in December
more about everything than
is nothing to be nervous
and is only as big
that which is required of you. about,
of a deal as you choose to
make it.
Noah’s advice for underclassmen is this: care more about everything than that
which is required of you. He says that it is easy to earn a degree without learning
anything. It is easy to do the bare minimum in your classes and graduate, but
just because it is easy does not mean it is a good route. Deciding to care more is
a healthy mentality that makes you successful everywhere you choose to apply it,
including “work, relationships, friendships, personal development, and
especially education,” Noah says.

