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ARTS & VARIETY

Senior Spotlight: Ethan Langemo

BY ERIKKA LANGEMO

senior music student
at Concordia focusing on music composition

nd recording technology. He tends to spend
much of his time writing and recording original music
on his own equipment and instruments. Langemo
has three albums currently available for purchase
and streaming, and his senior project is producing
and recording his fourth album which will be available
in early April.

One of the reasons he came to Concordia is be
cause of its competitive a ordability. Langemo also
appreciated its centeredness in the Christian faith,
as he knew he could feel comfortable learning and
growing in his own faith. It's location in St. Paul was
also a big plus for him, since he loves the area and
all the opportunities it has to o er.

Langemo decided to start studying music after
struggling heavily in an intro to statistics class as a
freshman psychology student. He gured he prob-
ably shouldn’t go into a career that requires lots of
math, which he feels he should’ve realized earlier
because he has always had a hard time with math.

After that, music seemed like the best choice
because it has always come naturally to him, as it is
something he has done practically his entire life. In
middle school, he started indulging in the creative
side of music and began to uncover the joys of
writing his own songs. Two of the biggest in uences
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in Langemo’s musical life are his uncles, Jimmi
Langemo and Soli Hughes. Both of these individuals
instilled in him a love for rock music, as well as song-
writing and pursuing creative endeavors.

Stylistically speaking, Langemo’s in uences have
shifted and evolved, but some of the bands that
have remained in the core of his inspiration include
The Beatles, Pink Floyd, Syd Barrett, Genesis, David
Bowie, and Rush. Some of the artists he has recently
been incorporating into his music include Jimi Hen-
drix, Black Sabbath, Iron Butter y, and Yes. Probably
the biggest challenge Langemo faces is motivation
to get things done. He explains himself as an un-
healthy perfectionist and it gets in the way of starting
projects, much less making any progress on them
if he can get that far. More often than not, he just
waits for a burst of inspiration to come along and
motivate him.

One of his favorite things about what he does is
getting to collaborate with other musicians in the
ensembles and groups he is part of. In his time here
at Concordia, Langemo has been a part of four music
ensembles; Jubilate & Christus choir, Concert band,
Vox 9 vocal jazz group, and Percussion Ensemble.
Working on solo music is great and a lot of fun in its
own right, but ensemble work is just di erent, and
often more meaningful. He also enjoys getting
feedback from other musicians in his work. He always

feels joy getting to see them enjoy the things he
creates, and he likes to take critical feedback as an
opportunity to improve on his art.

Alternatively, Langemo’s least favorite thing is
when he runs into any sort of di culties in his work,
especially solo projects. He struggles with his inner
perfectionist and is distraught at the fact that things
aren’t going the way he wants them to go. This summer
Langemo plans on attending Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne, to study for the pastoral
ministry. He believes all the skills he has learned in
leading ensembles, composition, technology, and
most importantly, singing can be used for the bene t
of the church. Of course, he still plans to pursue his
own artistic endeavors on the side.

Along with all of the musical ensembles Langemo
has been a part of, he also enjoys performing in
theatre. Over the past four years, Langemo has per
formed in “Little Shop of Horrors” as ensemble and
a customer, “Lost in Yonkers” as Jacob, “Twelfth Night”
as Sir Andrew Aguecheek, “Die Fledermaus” as Dr.
Falke, and “Jesus Christ Superstar” as ensemble and
King Herod. In2018, Langemo also acted in skits for
the National Youth Gathering that year. Over
all, Langemo has been incredibly active in the ne
arts scene here at Concordia.



