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Amazon Delivery Robots are Coming!
BY ANDREW WYLIE

J

ust last September, Amazon became the
second company ever to be valued at over a
trillion dollars. Their owner and founder, Jeff
Bezos is the richest man alive. So when Amazon
announced a new patent on a Robotic delivery
testing project called the Amazon Scout, it could
possibly change home delivery as we know it in the
near future.
The Scout prototype is the size of a small cooler
and looks like a cross between a Boston Scientific
project and something that you might see roaming
the moon’s surface. It is currently being tested as a
last-mile sidewalk delivery robot. It would leave a
truck with your goods
securely locked inside,
and travel very slowly
down your sidewalk,
up your driveway, and
possibly right into your
home.
Amazon has
recently and quite
famously tested the
delivery of packages
through the use of
flying drones. On
paper, that would
appear to be a little
more economical, plus
it would keep package
delivery a little more
Photograph provided by Amazon
discreet and out of the way of human and vehicle
traffic. But with the strict flight rules that have
begun to pop up all around the country regarding
drones, the idea has hit a wall.
Amazon announced that they will be testing
six new Scout prototypes in a single neighborhood
in Snohomish County, Washington. These Scouts
will only work Monday through Friday, during
business hours and will be accompanied by a
human companion for now. Picture someone
walking their dog, except the dog is made of metal
and has your recent online purchases inside its
stomach.

There is a lot of testing that still needs to be done, and many questions
that need to be answered. Among them, Can they avoid theft attempts? Can
they navigate through busy streets safely without endangering property, pets,
or us? Are they able to bring packages faster, for a lower delivery fee? How
would they get through our gates, doors, and steps? Can they work in 50
below wind chills?
Wired magazine asked Brian Gerkey, ceo of Open Robotics about the
feasibility of autonomous delivery, who had this to say, “This is such a new
space that the economics of it haven’t been fully worked out. It's a market
that has yet to be validated,” adding, “You've seen a lot of startups working
on this, but I think there's always been this question of whether it's going to
make economic sense. It's tough to beat the capabilities of a person who goes
around doing that last-mile delivery.”
Yet, it is not hard to imagine
robots navigating the streets in large
numbers. Possibly taking over some
of our more labor intensive chores
outside. just as they have done in
our factories and warehouses over
the last thirty-some years. With a
company carrying as much capital
and power as Amazon, it is a future
that may come sooner rather than
later. You may soon have mindless
autonomous six-wheeled robots
going in every direction and in
every neighborhood, as numerous as
squirrels. We will see how they do,
tolerating the Minnesota winters.
Only time will tell. †

A Brief History of Black History Month
BY BROOKE STEIGAUF

I

remember walking into my fourth grade classroom in early
February and being handed a two-inch square of colored paper. I settled
into my desk and quickly noticed that there were two different kinds of
paper that I could have been given. Those that had green were granted candy,
extra work time, the front of the line, and many other privileges that those
with purple could not have. It was clear and even explicitly explained from the
start that this was a message about discrimination, a concept that was not new

