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Recipe for Christmas
Ed. note: The Sword begins the Historical Briefs column with
short notes on Christmas. All material for the column is taken from
past issues of the Comet and is compiled by the staff historian, Anna
Engebrecht. The issue date appears above the historical note.
"And it came to pass in those days . .
December 1955
Christmas Cheer Recipe
Take a bushel of tinsel, sprinkle well throughout the house.
Add two dozen stars and one Christmas tree. Take a generous spray
of mistle-toe, and an armload of holly, and a full measure of snow
laid in curved hills along the window sills. Toss in a Christmas
carol, and season well with good will and friendly laughter. Light
the candles, "one for adoration, two for celebration." Let the first
burn brightly, and may those you love be near. The yield: One
Happy Christmas.
Will it stand? Having survived for many decades, the Faculty Office Building is beginning to show signs of age.

It Creaks!
It Crumbles!
If the buildings on our campus
were able to speak, surely the
one with the most interesting
story would be the South Dorm,
better known as the Faculty Office Building. According to the
students and most of the professors the FOB is at least 300 years
old, probably older, and was
brought over from Siberia where
it was originally used as chief
headquarters for the salt mines.
Actually, the building is older
than Concordia itself. It was
erected back in the 19th Century
when the site where the college
now stands was a state training
school. It is one of the oldest
buildings in the state, being built
along with Old Main and the
West Hall between 1868 and
1887. It was first used by the
college as a men's dormitory. It
was during this period that, according to rumor, one student
saddened by a failing grade, hung
himself in one of the rooms. The
exact location of this horrible
deed is kept a secret now, for
fear that the professors would refuse to occupy the room. It is
said that the ghost of this unfortunate student returns each year
at exam time to haunt the room
in which he died. Undoubtably his
ghost resides in the tunnel connecting the FOB with the Music
Building.
About 1958 the building was
converted into an office building
for faculty members. Occasional
references to the third floor as
"heaven" have been made since
this time. Probably that is because of the straight and narrow
stairs which one must climb to
reach it. It does pose a problem
though: if the third floor is heaven, what is the basement? Perhaps this question could be answered by the professor whose office floor dropped two inches over
the summer.
The FOB may be old and a bit
shakey, but it is still efficient.
Professors have commented that
they do not even need to close
their filing cabinet drawers or
push their chairs up to their
desks. The building does all this.
If you don't believe it, just ask

WAO Brings
"Cheer"
Women's Athletic Organization
sponsored Christmas "Cheer" reception on Wednesday, December
14, between 3:00 and 5:00 P.M. in
Wollaeger Lounge. All girls on
campus were welcomed along
with women faculty members and
the wives of the professors.
Cider, cookies, and Christmas
Cheer found everyone gathered
with old friends as well as new
acquaintances.

the prof. whose keys got locked
in the filing cabinet! Of course,
we do not insinuate that the FOB
leans toward the Chapel!
Perhaps you have wondered
why you so often see lights burning late at night in the FOB.
There is a simple explanation. It
seems that whenever the profs
have difficulty sleeping, they go
to the third floor of the FOB
and let the blowing wind put
them to sleep. Sometimes in the
winter the idea backfires. The
swaying of the building becomes
much too violent for comfortable
sleeping.
The FOB has weathered many
seasons both of bad weather and
violent criticism. Yet it has never
faltered in its duty or shown any
sign of rebellion at unjust criticism. Remember it with kindness
then. After all, if it were not for
the FOB, the pigeons would freeze
and the lawn would be a mess!

Campus
Clippings
Editor's note: The following notes
are news items taken from various school papers received by
The Sword. It is our hope through
this column to stimulate student
interest in other schools and relate that interest to our own campus. Copies of these and many
other school papers are available
in The Sword office from 6:307:30 Monday through Thursday.
The Spectator, Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, Illinois
New Christy Minstrels appeared there on November 9, at 7:31
P.M.
Courier, Concordia College, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Concordia students presented
"Man and Superman" by Bernard Shaw on October 20-22.
D.M.L.C. Messenger, Dr. Martin
Luther College, New Ulm, Minnesota
"On Friday, October 15, students poured into the auditorium for the big pepfest held before the homecoming game
against the Concordia Comets."
The College, St. Cloud State College, St. Cloud, Minnesota
A Christmas Ball was held on
December 3, centered around
the Dicken's Era in England.
The Clarion, Bethel College and
Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota
The Bethel College Choir under the direction of Dr. Robert
Berglund presented its fall concert on November 21, at 8:00
P.M. in the fieldhouse.

December 1956
What is Christmas?
Christmas Is: A birthday that throughout the year will ring.
It is a time of great rejoicing and thanksgiving.
Christmas Is: The most important holiday that ever was or
will be, as long as the world shall be.
Christmas Is: The time when Jesus was born. The Child who
was later to die and save us from our sins.
Christmas Is: A time for bright lights, but by far the brightest
light that haloed the head of that Beloved Child many years ago
in Bethlehem.
Christmas Is: A time to bestow gifts to one another; however
to have the joyful feeling that must have been in the hearts of the
Wisemen, as they bestowed their treasures on the Son of Man. Ah!
That is what Christmas Is!
December 1959
Some say there is no Santa Claus
This I sure hate to hear
Cause just so I could get some gifts,
I have been good all year.
I know you think it's funny
When I say I still believe
But my friend in red has promised me
A visit Christmas Eve.
So if you're looking forward
To the fun this coming week,
Please promise me on Christmas night
You won't get up and peek.

Time for Joy
Nine students of Concordia
were awarded diplomas at the
Fall Quarter graduation service
held during second hour chapel
on Tuesday, November 22. Officiants for the service were Dr.
William A. Poehler, President of
Concordia, and Dr. Harold W. Otte, Academic Dean.
The graduates are:
Dorothy Dahlke, the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. William Dahlke
of Glencoe, Minnesota. Dorothy
will be teaching grades 1-4 at St.
Luke's Congregation in Woodlake.

Beverly Pahlow, the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Pahlow,
of rural Pulaski, Wisconsin. Beverly will be teaching the 4th grade
at St. Thomas and St. Peter Congregations in East Detroit, Michigan.
Also graduating were (Mrs).
Lois Holtz and (Mrs.) Diana
Kittleson.

Ketcher's
Critique
The Rabbi
Noah Gordon saw a world full
of hypocrisy and prejudice, and
combined them both into a story
about a mild man who saw, lived,
and struggled against these inevitable problems by giving his life
to his religion.
The story is begun by showing
the life the Rabbi is living at the
present time and the problems
and feelings he is coping with.
Then, very effectively using the
flash-back method, Mr. Gordon
shows how these problems and
feelings developed. He flashes
back to the Rabbi's childhood to
show how religious prejudices
were a part of his life since he
was a very young child, and then
back still farther to the boy's
grandfather's childhood to give
you background showing religious predjudices going well back
in history.
After returning to the present
to focus on some of his pending
problems, he again flashes back,
this time to the Rabbi's teenage
years. Here the author shows a
boy confused by the world around
him, and uncertain as to what he
wants to make of himself. As
parts of this period of his life are
focused upon, you can watch
him find himself until he makes
his decision to become a Rabbi.
After this decision he runs into
the problem of whether he made
the right decision and then the
many problems of handling his
parishoners.
This book is very good for anyone who is going to be working
with people, to see problems
which exist and always will
be in existance as long as
:there are people of different beliefs. This book brings
you sincere love, humor, and extreme sorrow in a way which
will move any reader to a very
fond relationship with The Rabbi.

Eleanor Klimpke of rural Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter
Klimpke. Eleanor will be teaching
2nd grade at St. Matthews congregation in Stony Plain, Alberta,
Canada.
Charles Kosberg of St. Paul,
Minnesota. Charles will be teaching the 5th grade at St. Paul':
congregation at Fort Dodge, Iowa.
Gene Ladendorf of Roanoke,
Illinois, will be serving as principal of grades 5-8 in Trinity Congregation in Worden, Illinois.
Norm Pagel, of rural Pulaski,
Wisconsin, will be teaching grades
5 and 6 at St. Paul's Congregation in Whittemore, Iowa.
Curtis Stoltenow of St. Paul,
Minnesota. Curtis will be serving
as Principal at Trinity congregation in Lone Oak (St. Paul).
Minnesota.
Jaycee Echo, Rochester State
Junior College, Rochester, Minnesota
"Theater Director Robert 0.
Wise has announced plans for
Rochester State Junior Col
lege's winter musical which will
be presented on March 2, 3, and
4. The musical, picked this year
by Mrs. Wise, is "How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying."

Drs. Poehler and Otte lead the recessional of the graduates from the
Chapel following Fall Quarter graduation ceremonies.

